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HUMAN RIGHTS LAW AND POLICY
DIPL 4106AA
Professor Miller
Spring 2020

COURSE DESCRIPTION
What are human rights? What do they promise and how often is that promise achieved ? This
class will examine the law, politics, policy, and advocacy practices of human rights, focusing on
the dilemmas that ensue . Although much of our class will focus on human rights as law and
through legal mechanisms and institutions, we will also analyze the political, policy, and
philosophical implications of human rights. On the legal front, we will explore the role of
international and domestic law in enacting and enforcing human rights claims, the institutions of
international human rights law, and the relationships between different types of rights. In the
realms of both law and policy , we will be examining the stories told about human rights what it
does, what it can do, what’s wrong or right about it, how it helps some groups, to whom it
applies and when. Throughout the course, we will pay special attention to three sets of questions:

•

How can one most effectively mobilize a human rights agenda? What tools do you have
at your disposal? Is military intervention a useful way to enforce human rights? Is
litigation the best way to promote a particular human right ? Criminal prosecution ?
Naming and shaming? Protest? Are human rights an end in themselves or one part of a
larger strategy?

•

Are human rights “part of the problem ” or part of the solution ? Do they mobilize or
demobilize activism? Are human rights about universal guarantees, particularistic values,
widespread dignity , neocolonial condescension, or all of the above? What do human
rights promise and when do they deliver on those promises?

•

Our world is facing unimaginable challenges: vast poverty and inequality , threats to
democracy , climate change, massive population movements, conflict and insecurity . Can
a human rights agenda help us face up to those challenges? How?

We will be reading both legal cases and materials and scholarly commentary on the meaning and
practice of human rights. By the end of the semester, students should have developed knowledge
of the key concepts, doctrines and debates involved in the study of international human rights
law. Students will also develop familiarity with legal reasoning and analysis. Law is, centrally,
about making arguments; in reading and analyzing a wide variety of international legal cases,
issues, and doctrines, students will become skilled at identifying, critiquing, and developing legal
arguments. The course will also help students to develop critical reading and writing faculties
that extend beyond the legal field . Students will learn how to think like a lawyer , like a critic,
and like an advocate - and sometimes how to think like all three at the same time. As a
movement, a set of institutions, and a body of law, human rights promises a great deal . We will
take those promises seriously as we ask how, whether, and where they are disappointed or
fulfilled .
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COURSE MATERIALS
The readings for this course will draw from a combination of assignments from the textbook and
additional materials on Blackboard .

Philip Alston and Ryan Goodman , International Human Right: Texts and Materials (The
Successor to International Human Rights in Context) , Oxford University Press, 2013
Readings from the text are marked as “ A&G ”. All other readings are on Blackboard. The
reading assignments listed below are subject to modification . I will notify you through email
with any changes as well as posting on Blackboard; you are responsible for any information
that is posted on Blackboard in an announcement or other class information .

If you have not taken Public International Law (or are eager for a refresher), you may want to
take a look at one or both of the following short texts:

Mark Janis, An Introduction to International Law (2012)
David Bederman and Chimene Keitner, International Law Frameworks (2016)
EVALUATION

•

Participation ( 15%): I expect consistent, substantive, high-quality participation in class
discussions. We will often divide into smaller groups for discussions, debates, or role
play; your participation in those small groups will count for your overall participation
grade. Strong participation means making useful contributions to the discussion,
listening to your peers (and me) , and referencing the readings or other points in the
discussion . You do not need to speak in every class to do very well on participation, but
you do need to participate consistently over the semester. If you are for any reason
uncomfortable speaking in class, please come to my office hours and we will work
together to develop a strategy for your participation .

•

Briefs and Reflection (20%), graded on a check/ check plus, check minus system.

• There are 2 case briefs (for Week 3 and Week 5). Briefs are due before class.

The briefs will be submitted through Safe Assign . Late briefs will be
penalized 1 /3 a mark; briefs that are more than a week late will not be
accepted . Each brief will be approximately a page in length (single spaced ), 12
point Times New Roman font , and should be clearly divided into four
sections, with headings to identify each :
• The title of the case, the court deciding the case, and the date of the decision .
• Facts: A brief, one to three sentence summary of the facts.
• Question : A brief, one sentence statement, in question form, of the issue(s) in the

case.

-

• Holding : A brief description of the court’s decision, or “ holding,” on each of the

issues
• Reasoning/ Analysis: A brief summary/analysis of the court’s reasoning.
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•

•

Reflection: You will each be assigned one class in the second half of the semester
for which you will write a short reflection. I will post the list of assignments on
Blackboard .
o A reflection paper should be 300 - 400 words . It should address two or
more readings from that week’s assignment. A stellar reflection will be
well- written, concise, and demonstrate a thoughtful reflection on the
materials. You are welcome to use the week’s reading questions as a
guide but it is not required. Any author you discuss should be cited with
a parenthetical citation with their last name and page number, e.g.,
( Miller , 2).
o Your reflection should be 1.5 spacing, Times New Roman font, 12 pt .
o Reaction papers are always due Sunday at NOON before class.
o Late papers will be graded down a third of a grade; papers that are more
than 3 days late will not be accepted.

.

Midterm Exam (30 %): There will be a one- hour midterm exam in class on March 9
The exam will only take half the class time so please note there is also a very short
reading assignment for that day.

• Take Home Final Exam (35%): There will be one cumulative exam for this class due
during final exam period . More details forthcoming as we approach the end of the
semester.

NOTE : Make sure to carefully proofread all writing before you turn it in on Blackboard .
We will rarely discuss statues or trails in this class, but often statutes and trials.
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Attendance, reading, and participation are not optional. This class depends upon full
participation. If due to circumstances beyond your control, you have to miss a class, please alert
me by e-mail BEFORE class. Barring exceptional circumstances, you are responsible for the
class reading for any missed class. If you miss more than two classes over the course of the
semester, you will lose points from your final grade. Excessive absences will result in a failing
grade for this course.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration ,
and may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to possible dismissal from
the School of Diplomacy . See University and School standards for academic conduct here:
https:// www.shu .edu/student - life/ upload /Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf and
http:// www.shu .edu/academics/diplomacv/academic-conduct.cfm

Plagiarism . In a paper, where you quote language word for word from a source, you
must place it in quotation marks or in a block quote and give the exact source for each
quoted passage. Where you paraphrase something, you must cite the source. Where you
3

refer to or use an author’s insight or idea, you must cite the source. Lifting or
paraphrasing language from a web site without indication and citation is plagiarism .
Exception: in a case brief, you may quote the language of the case itself without a
citation.
Any indication of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment and a
reduction in the participation grade for the class. A repeated incident of plagiarism ( i .e.,
more than one) is likely to result in a failing grade for the class and will be reported to the

administration.
ELECTRONICS

More than one study has concluded that taking notes by hand rather than by typing improves
learning; when you cannot transcribe but rather have to translate class discussion and lecture into
hand -written notes, you are far more likely to retain the information in more detail and for
longer. 1 The temptation to multitask while you are on a computer not only reduces your
participation but negatively affects those around you.2
That said , you need access to the readings during class and I do not want to require printing all of
them. In order to promote the best possible classroom discussion while allowing you to access
the readings, the rules for laptops in class are as follows: you may use your computer in one
of two ways:
1 . It can be in tablet form (flat on your desk) or
2. You can keep it closed on your desk and open it only when you need to reference the
readings to make a comment during discussion.

Otherwise, computers should be closed at all times and you should take your notes on paper. If
taking notes by hand will pose a particular difficulty for you , please come see me. All use of
electronics for any purpose other than class work . If you use your laptop for anything else,
you will be subject to discipline, including reduction in grades. If I find laptops to be a consistent
distraction in class, I will ban them completely.
Please know that 1 have absolutely no tolerance for the use of mobile phones in the classroom . If
I see your cell phone on your desk or in your hand during class , I will confiscate it for the
remainder of class . If you have an emergency situation that requires you to check your phone or
email during class, please let me know before class.

-

http://www. newyorker.com /tech /elements/the-case-for- banning-laptops-in the-classroom .
2 http://www.sciencedirect.com /science/article/ pii /S0360131512002254# .
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INCOMPLETES
Incompletes will be given only in exceptional cases for emergencies. Students wishing to request
a grade of Incomplete must provide documentation to support the request accompanied by a
Course Adjustment Form (available from the Diplomacy Main Office) to the professor before the
date of the final examination. If the incomplete request is approved, the professor reserves the
right to specify the new submission date for all missing coursework. Students who fail to submit
the missing course work within this time period will receive a failing grade for all missing
coursework and a final grade based on all coursework assigned. Any Incomplete not resolved
within one calendar year of receiving the Incomplete or by the time of graduation (whichever
comes first) automatically becomes an “ FI” (which is equivalent to an F). It is the responsibility
of the student to make sure they have completed all course requirements within the timeframe
allotted. Please be aware that Incompletes on your transcript will impact financial aid and
academic standing.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING
It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote inclusive learning environments.
If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations in
compliance with University policy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, and /or the New Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students are
not permitted to negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations
or assistance, please self-identify with the Office for Disability Support Services ( DSS), Duffy
Hall , Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or to register for services,
contact DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e-mail at DSS@shu .edu.

OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACT INFORMATION
My office hours are Tuesdays, 10:30am - 1:30 pm in McQuaid Hall 101 -B. I am also available
by appointment . Please do not hesitate to come talk to me. My extension is 2461 and my e-mail
address is Zinaida.Miller@shu.edu .

5

